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President Wilson's Letter

LE exultant letter of President Wilson to

Secretary McAdoo, has mueh in it that is
fine, It has n good deal in it which s much more
sanguine in hope than certain of fulfillment. If
the new currency law will, In its operation, break
the grasp which the gold combine has held on
the businesa of the country since 1383, ita beni-
ficent power will be hailed with delight by a
long suffering country, On the subject of mon-.
opoly the letter is not so clear because out through
It there still shines the prejudice which warpa
g0 many minds when wealth ia consldered. The
man who is born rich, or who through sagacity
of luck acquires large means, has a natural, legal
and proper advantage over a poor man, for money
is labor perpetuated and goes on sccumulating
even as did the labor that created it. That gives
to the rlch a natural monopoly which is ahsc-
lutely just unless the owner of it uses it to oppress
his less fortunate fellow men,

For example if four Honest men are persuing
a business and making a little profit, and, seeing
thelr opportunity combine und double thelr profils
thelr monopoly |s entirely legitimate unless, tak-
ing advantage of their position, they begin to
exact fllegitimate profits,

On the tariff question the president fumbles
badly, He says the former system “was pur-
posely contrived to confer private favors.” That
{s a very sweeping charge and In the main is
bucked by no sufficient proof. On the other hand
the momentous fact stands out clear and distinet,
that under that tariff the country had seen such
progress as no other country had ever seen, un-
der 1t more skilled and unskilled laborers found
employment at better woages than had ever been
seen in the world'a history.

The president says “the thing stood so until
the Democratic party came into power last year."”

The real truth had better be told. Many tariff.
protected industries had advanced so that they
no longer needed high protection and the Re-
publican party had sought for vears to have It
reviged, but the members of Mr. Wilson's party
in congress hafflad every effort in that direction.
It finally went into power on & promise of Te-
viglon, It met that promise by practical annthila-
tion.

We shall #en how that eventuates when the
war in Burope s ended and business assumes
normal conditions.

We know that already it has resulted In the
killing of some industries, the crippling of many
others, in the reduction of wages on many lines,
the taking of positions from thousands of lahor-
ord and tlie kindd'ing of hope In the hearis of
thousands of foreign monopolists who grow rich
by grinding the wages of their laborers down to
almost the starvation point. In the meantime the

workerg have less money and the promised reduc-
tion in the cost of living has not materialized.
Probably in his next message the president
will digeuss all these questions more fully and
others which he did not include In his latter.

Thanksgiving

Y PROULAMATIONS of the President and Goy.

ernor, next Thursday will be the official
Thanksgiving day for this year,

The day I8 sacred, The hearts of men should
be grateful for the blessings that have been thelrs
through the past year.

While the scanty harvests of Hurope are be-
ing ground under the hool-Deuts and the wheels
of machines of death; while men by thousands are
dying dally on the battle Hields and In the hospit-
nls beyond the sea, and a pall of inexpressible
sorrow hangs over the broken hearts of whole
empires* our peop'e sing the anthems of peace ns
they & 'er their ample harvests, as no sign of
war or of pestilence is In the air or on the earth.

Surely ours should be a most grateful people.

But the blessings bring with them many duties.

Qur people are contributing grandly to the Red
Uross fund, but in our own fair land there are
many poor, Many worthy people cannot obtain
the work they nead to feed those they love.

It should be the duty of every city and every
Own to search these out and provide for them.
fhe foreign gifts are good, the taking care of our
own people who are in need should he compulsory,

Wera the Infinite to speak He would ask for no
lip service, but the command would beé repeated:
“Feed my lambs! Feed my sheep!”

Moreover, on this day of gratitude, the thought
should be emphlasized in every American heart,
that in a5 much as the safety of the nation must
always rest on the intelligence and patriotism of
all the people, the most earnest prayer today
should be for more effective learning and for the
cultivation of the love of country until it shall
fill the heart of every dweller under pur flag.

11Baobs*’ and ‘'Little Phil"

HE men of England called Fileld Marshall Earl
T Roberts “Hobs" as Amerifcans called General
Sheridan “Little PLil” thirty-live years ago.

‘Phe two men were much alike as soldlers,
Thers were but a few months difference in the
dates of their birth, they were about the same
helght and size; they were hoth born soldiers
and were of the same order of soldlers. When an
enemy was before them thelr natural instinet was
t fight him and after defeating him to chase him
to hig lair and take him in,

Roberts never planned and fought and won &
grander battle than that of Five Forks. Roberts
never mel in the field such fighters as Sheridan
dld on that day nt Five Forks.

Roberts’ great Kandahar campalgn, for which
he was gratefully given an earldom, was not more
difficult, nor sttended with so muech suffering as
Sherldan’s winter enmpaign against the CUhey-
ennes. HHoberts never fought so terrible a battie

as Bherldan fougnht at Btone river, where Sherd
dan's division was assailed by the fighting Cley-
burn’s whole corps, and maintained the furious on.
sel until three of his brigade commanders, sov-
euty general officers and nearly one-hall of the
ronk and nle of his division were killed or woiund.
ef. He alsp lost some guna and reporting Lo his
superior officer he sald: “I never abandoned tha
guns until all tho horses and all but sixteen of the
gunners were killed.”

At Chattanoogn he was ordered to charge and
If possible carry the outer works in front of the
enemy’s coenter, He stormed ' the works, bLut
never paused until he swept the heights befory
Iim and put the enemy to Hight,

His cavalry was the cover of the van and the
flank of the army In the terrible Wilderness bhut-
ties,

He swept round Lee's army, dispersed “Jeb"
Stewart’'s cavalry at Yellow Tavern, where Slew-
art was killed; fought and won the battle of Win-
chester, made Cedar Creek famous in song and
story and planned and fought the last great battle
ol the war at Five Forks.

Before Five Forks, Grant received s dispatel
at headquarters. He read it and turning to Meade
suld: “Sheridan whnts to strike the enemy in
hig front near Petersburg, Meade sald: “What
if Lee, seelng the peril, strips his entrenchments
of men and strikes Bheridan’s fank?" With & grim
smile Grant replled: “He sayvs he will Hek h—-I|
cut ol him."

It Is no disparngement to Earl Roberts to com-
pure him with Genersl BSBheridan, Sheridan
made his cavalry a really distinet arm of the
service dand taught It when necessary to  dls-
mount and Hght as infantry, supplying the model
which is now the rule in all European armies;
hir principal battles were against soldiers infinlve.
Iy superior to any that Lord Roberts ever fought,
and Grant put on record In substance: that
“Sheridin always knew more about the location
and strength of the enemy than any of us; he
ia perfectly competent to manage any campaign
and to command any number of men of all arms,.”

Great Britnin covered Roberts with titles, rib-
tens, drosses, stars and garters.

The congress ol the United States revived the
rank of "General of the Army,” which had never
been bestowed on any offieers save Grant and
sSherman and gave 1t to Sherlidan.

Great guns in battle: fired the Ilast sulutes to
Hoberts as he dled

The boom of sobbing surges againsl the shud-
dering shore made the last lullaby for Sheridin as
IiE stormy soul was passing

England is thinking now how different things
would have been today had Earl Roberis” advics
during the puast dozen years been necepted and fol
lowed.

Had it beéen, Enginnd would now have 4,000,000
trained soldlers: she would have avolded losing
thousunds of oftlcers und men which she i5 sulfer-
iug because untrained men are being hurled
ngainst a perfectly tralned foe, Indeed, we doul




